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Chapter 10: The Church and Divisiveness in America 
 

Because the Catholic Church ignores the principle of separation of church and state, it is the 

most divisive force in America. The March 19, 1984, issue of U.S. News and World Report 

examined two secret Catholic elite religious societies in this country: the Knights of Malta with 

one thousand U.S. members who are prominent in government, business, or professional life and 

Opus Dei with three thousand members of widely varied backgrounds. The Knights of Malta 

organization dates back to the time of the Crusades; its members include some of our nation’s 

most prominent Catholics: CIA Director William Casey; William Wilson; Vernon Walters; 

Senators Denton and Domenici; Alexander Haig; William Sloan; and William F. Buckley, 

creator and leader of Young Americans for Freedom, from which a large proportion of the 

Reagan administration team were drawn. Because many Knights and recipients of the Order’s 

honors have worked in or around the CIA, critics sometimes suggest a link between the two. The 

CIA has been dominated by the Catholic hierarchy. 

 

During the CIA’s formative years, Protestants predominated…. Somehow, however, Catholics 

wrested control of the CIA’s covert-action section. It was no coincidence that some of the 

agency’s more grandiose operations were in Catholic countries of Latin America and the 

Catholic regime of South Vietnam. 
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The activities of the CIA go far beyond intelligence gathering of an international nature.  The 

CIA serves as an agency through which secret “assistance” to the Holy Mother Church can be 

provided by secret American society members acting as her defenders: 

 

In the meantime, the Vatican is enhancing its political power through generating domestic 

divisiveness. The abortion issue is clearly the most important to the Church and one of the most 

contentious issues in American history. It has allowed the Church to mobilize (under the guise of 

an emotional or “moral” issue) many Catholics, though a minority of those in this country, for 

political purposes. But it has also given the Church the opportunity to mobilize a large number of 

non-Catholics, mostly Protestant fundamentalists, to serve the needs of the Vatican. 

 

The Vatican’s extensive intrusion into American policy-making is causing considerable national 

divisiveness. The Vatican gains considerable political advantage from its allies among non-

Catholics and uses it to heavily influence government policy (or to thwart the making of policy 

altogether in some areas). Their manipulation has frustrated mobilization in this country to deal 

with the nation’s most pressing problems, such as population growth control, nuclear disarma-

ment, illegal immigration control, environmental degradation, including the pollution of our 

nation’s waters and soil, soil erosion, and the “greenhouse effect.” Our country is finding itself in 

a position similar to those in Latin America which are literally being buried under their problems 

because their national interests sometimes differ from Vatican interests. 
 


