TimeWatch

- For the word of God is quick, and powerful,

and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12
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The Last Ministerial Work.--I wish to tell you that soon there will be no work done in
ministerial lines but medical missionary work. The work of a minister is to minister. Our
ministers are to work on the gospel plan of ministering. . . . {Ev 523.3}
Medical Ministry Not to Take the Place of Evangelism.--Medical missionary work is not to
take the place of the ministry of the Word. It is not to absorb the means which should be used to
sustain the Lord's work in foreign fields. From wheresoever the money in the treasury shall
come, it is the Lord's, and it is not to be used so largely in erecting buildings in America. The
donations of the people are not to be sunk in lines of work which show little results. The truth is
to be proclaimed, that the way of the Lord may be prepared. The trumpet must give no uncertain
sound. . . . {Ev 523.1}

The colporteur work
As Long as Probation Lasts.--As long as probation continues, there will be opportunity for
the canvasser to work. When the religious denominations unite with the papacy to oppress God's
people, places where there is religious freedom will be opened by evangelistic canvassing. If
in one place the persecution becomes severe, let the workers do as Christ has directed. "When
they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another." If persecution comes there, go to still
another place. God will lead His people, making them a blessing in many places. Were it not for
persecution they would not be so widely scattered abroad to proclaim the truth. And Christ
declares: "Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come." Matthew
10:23. Until in heaven is spoken the word, "It is finished," there will always be places for labor,
and hearts to receive the message.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 478. (1900) {CM 11.2}
Scatter Books Like Leaves of Autumn.--This is a work that should be done. The end is near.
Already much time has been lost, when these books should have been in circulation. Sell them
far and near. Scatter them like the leaves of autumn. This work is to continue without the
forbiddings of anyone. Souls are perishing out of Christ. Let them be warned of His soon
appearing in the clouds of heaven.--Review and Herald, Aug. 13, 1908. {CM 25.1}
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The warning message is to be carried to all parts of the world. Our books are to be published in
many different languages. With these books, humble, faithful men are to go forth as colporter
evangelists, bearing the truth to many who otherwise would never be enlightened. Those who
take up this line of work should go prepared to do medical missionary work. The sick and
suffering are to be helped. Many for whom this work of mercy is done will hear and accept the
words of life. Many will be healed by the prayer of faith, and will go forth to advocate the
precious principles of health reform. {PUR, November 6, 1902 par. 12}
"Colporteurs are meeting with encouraging success in the sale of our books. The light is thus
brought to the people, while the colporteur--who in many cases has been thrown out of
employment by accepting the truth--is enabled to support himself, and the sales are a financial
help to the office. In the days of the Reformation, monks who had left their convents, and who
had no other means of support, traversed the country, selling Luther's works, which were thus
rapidly circulated throughout Europe. Colportage work was one of the most efficient means of
spreading the light then, and so it will prove now. . . . {LS 305.2}
A Most Important Work.--If there is one work more important than another, it is that of getting
our publications before the public, thus leading them to search the Scriptures. Missionary work-introducing our publications into families, conversing, and praying with and for them--is a good
work and one which will educate men and women to do pastoral labor.--Testimonies, vol. 4, p.
390. (1880) {CM 7.1}
A Call for Revived Interest.--The importance of the canvassing work is kept ever before me.
This work has not of late had the life infused into it which was once given by the agents who
made it their specialty. Canvassers have been called from their evangelistic work to engage in
other labor. This is not as it should be. Many of our canvassers, if truly converted and
consecrated, can accomplish more in this line than in any other in bringing the truth for this time
before the people. {CM 7.3}
Equal in Importance to the Ministry.--Canvassers must go out into various parts of the
country. The importance of this work is fully equal to that of the ministry. The living preacher
and the silent messenger are both required for the accomplishment of the great work before us.-Review and Herald, April 1, 1880. {CM 8.1}
We have no time to lose.
We have no time to lose. Important work is before us, and if we are slothful servants we shall
certainly lose the heavenly reward. But few have broad and extensive views of what can be done
in reaching the people by personal, interested efforts in a wise distribution of our publications.
Many who will not be induced to listen to the truth presented by the living preacher will take up
a tract or a paper and peruse it; many things they read meet their ideas exactly, and they become
interested to read all it contains.--Review and Herald, Dec. 19, 1878.
As a people we are to be reconverted
The case for medical and colporteur work
June 30, 2010
Cameron A. Bowen

As a people we are to be reconverted, our lives sanctified to declare the truth as it is in Jesus. In
the work of scattering our publications, we can speak of a Saviour's love from a warm and
throbbing heart. God alone has the power to forgive sins; if we do not speak this message to the
unconverted, our neglect may prove their ruin. . . . The Lord calls upon all of us to seek to save
perishing souls. Satan is at work to deceive the very elect, and now is our time to work with
vigilance. Our books and papers are to be brought before the notice of the people; the gospel of
present truth is to be given to our cities without delay. Shall we not arouse to our duties?-Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 62, 63.
Watchmen and Messengers.--The time has come when a large work should be done by the
canvassers. The world is asleep, and as watchmen they are to ring the warning bell to awake the
sleepers to their danger. The churches know not the time of their visitation. Often they can best
learn the truth through the efforts of the canvasser. Those who go forth in the name of the Lord
are His messengers to give to the multitudes who are in darkness and error the glad tidings of
salvation through Christ in obeying the law of God.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 315.
No Higher Work.--There is no higher work than evangelistic canvassing, for it involves the
performance of the highest moral duties. Those who engage in this work need always to be under
the control of the Spirit of God. There must be no exalting of self. What have any of us that we
did not receive from Christ? We must love as brethren, revealing our love by helping one
another. The word of the Lord to His people is that we lift the standard higher and still higher. If
we obey His voice, He will work with us, and our efforts will be crowned with success. In our
work we shall receive rich blessings from on high and shall lay up treasure beside the throne of
God. {CM 12.1}
Responsible for Work We Might Have Done.--We are in the shaking time, the time when
everything that can be shaken will be shaken. The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth
if they do not in word and deed obey His commands. If we make no effort to win souls to Christ
we shall be held responsible for the work we might have done, but did not do because of our
spiritual indolence. Those who belong to the Lord's kingdom must work earnestly for the saving
of souls. They must do their part to bind up the law and seal it among the disciples. {CM 12.3}
Arise and Shine.--The canvassing work should no longer be neglected. Many times I have been
shown that there should be a more general interest in our canvassing work. The circulation of our
literature is one very important means of placing before men and women the light that the Lord
has committed to His church to be given to the world. The books sold by our canvassers open to
many minds the unsearchable riches of Christ. {CM 16.3}
Angels Accompany and Prepare Way.--I ask you, dear Christian workers, to do what you can
to circulate the books that the Lord has said should be sown broadcast throughout the world. Do
your best to place them in the homes of as many people as possible. Think of how great a work
can be done if a large number of believers will unite in an effort to place before the people, by
the circulation of these books, the light that the Lord has said should be given them. Under
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divine guidance, go forward in the work, and look to the Lord for aid. The Holy Spirit will attend
you. Angels of heaven will accompany you, preparing the way.--Review and Herald, Jan. 7,
1903.
City Colporteurs Needed.--Books containing the precious light of present truth are lying on the
shelves of our publishing houses. These should be circulated. Canvassers are needed who will
enter our large cities with these books. As they go from house to house, they will find souls who
are hungry for the bread of life, to whom they can speak words in season. Canvassers are needed
who feel a burden for souls. You may say, "I am not a minister. I cannot preach to the people."
No, you may not be able to preach; but you can minister, you can ask those you meet if they love
the Lord Jesus. You can be an evangelist. You can be God's helping hand, working as did the
disciples when Christ sent them forth. Young men, young women, you are called by the Master
to take up His work. There is a famine in the land for the pure gospel.--Manuscript 113, 1901.
{CM 23.2}
One Hundred Where There Is One.--The lost sheep of God's fold are scattered in every place,
and the work that should be done for them is being neglected. From the light given me I know
that where there is one canvasser in the field, there should be one hundred. --Testimonies, vol. 6.
p. 315. (1900) {CM 25.2}
Books Taken From Shelves.--It is true that some who buy the books will lay them on the shelf
or place them on the parlor table and seldom look at them. Still God has a care for His truth, and
the time will come when these books will be sought for and read. Sickness or misfortune may
enter the home, and through the truth contained in the books God sends to troubled hearts peace
and hope and rest. His love is revealed to them, and they understand the preciousness of the
forgiveness of their sins. Thus the Lord co-operates with His self-denying workers.-Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 313, 314. (1900) {CM 150.2}
When the Final Warning Is Given. The message will be carried not so much by argument as
by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has
been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary
workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been
prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light
penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness. . . . A large number take their stand upon
the Lord's side.--The Great Controversy, p. 612. (1888) {CM 152.1}

Books can reach people that no other agency can reach.
The light of truth is shedding its bright beams upon the world through missionary effort. The
press is an instrumentality by which many are reached whom it would be impossible to reach by
ministerial effort.--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 388. {ChS 147.2}

Work of First Importance
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If there is one work more important than another, it is that of getting our publications before the
public, thus leading them to search the Scriptures. Missionary work-- introducing our
publications into families, conversing, and praying with and for them--is a good work.--The
Colporteur Evangelist, p. 80. {ChS 145.1}
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